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JOHN “JJ” WADE — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.03 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge the passing of 
John “JJ” Wade, a very special Western Australian. Mr Wade celebrated his 100th birthday last year as one of 
our few remaining World War II veterans and one of the last living Rats of Tobruk. 

He was born to a dairy farming family, outside of Fremantle in 1917, later moving to Yarloop, before farming and 
driving trucks across the wheatbelt. In May 1940 in Leonora, Mr Wade enlisted aged 22. “JJ” sailed from 
Fremantle in 1941 bound for the Middle East and ended up in Northern Africa before being injured in the Siege of 
Tobruk. On returning home to Australia, his battalion was then sent to New Guinea, in the Pacific theatre. As 
happened with a number of Australian soldiers in New Guinea, “JJ” Wade contracted malaria and was once again 
sent home, discharged as Corporal Wade and, returned to his family in Yarloop. 

Mr Wade would continue the rural life for many years following the war, initially as a dairy farmer, before moving 
to Three Springs in the 1960s and finding success as a grain producer. 

Mr Wade represented one of the last living links to a significant moment in Australian history. Mr Wade once said 
of the significance of the conflict — 

Tobruk shows that men, although undertrained and definitely poorly equipped, but with great 
determination and strength of purpose, can defeat an elite, highly trained and superbly equipped army. 

The resilience and resourcefulness of the Rats of Tobruk, forms part of our national character, and challenges 
modern Australia to ask the question: “Could I have done that too?” 

John “JJ” Wade was someone who had seen the best and the worst humanity had to offer, and came out the other 
side burdened with memories, but ultimately optimistic about life. He put his longevity down to four things: luck, 
having something to get out of bed for, looking on the bright side of life and the love of his wife, Pat, who passed 
away seven years ago. Mr Wade, for many, many years said that he would get up in the morning and check that 
his name was not in the obituaries section of the paper; if it was not, it was a going to be a good day! Unfortunately, 
after nearly 101 years that run was broken, and today we mourn the loss of this wonderful Western Australian. 

Lest we forget. 
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